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What is the ACS? 
• Is an ongoing monthly survey sent to 

3.5 million addresses to produce 
detailed population and housing 
estimates each year 
 

• Is designed to produce critical 
information on small areas and small 
population groups previously 
collected on the decennial long form 
 

• Annually releases over 11 billion 
estimates for over 35,000 
communities 

 
• Annually releases 1-year,  3-year, 

and 5-year periods  
 
• Has four data collection modes: 

Internet, Mail, Telephone, Personal 
Visit 
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Census / ACS History 
 1790-1930 
 Census: one form to all households  
 
 1940-2000 
 Census: short form and long form 
 
 2000 
 ACS: large-scale demonstration 
 
 2005-present 
 ACS / PRCS: full implementation 
  
 2010 
 Census: short form only 
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2010 Census vs. ACS 

2010 Census ACS 

• Official counts • Sample estimates 

• Population totals • Population characteristics 

• Every 10 years • Yearly 

• Point in time • Period of time 
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ACS Data Collection Process 

Online Mail Telephone Personal 
Visit 

Self-Response Modes Non-Response Modes 
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American Community Survey 
Content 

Social 

Economic 

Housing 

Demographic 
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ACS Articles 
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Changes to Content 
 2008: New/modified questions added for 
 Marital history 
 Health insurance coverage 
 Service connected disability status and rating 
 Disability 

 2009: New question added for Bachelor’s field of degree 
 2013: New questions added for Computer 

ownership/Internet access 
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Selected Census  
Geographic Concepts 

Legal/Administrative Areas 
 Nation 
 States 
 Counties 
 Incorporated Places 
 Minor Civil Divisions 
 Congressional Districts 
 State Legislative Districts 
 School Districts 
 Zip Code Tabulation Areas 

(ZCTAs) 

Statistical Areas 
 Regions 
 Divisions 
 Census Designated Places 
 Census County Divisions 
 Public Use Microdata Areas 

(PUMA) 
 Census Tracts 
 Block Groups 
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Availability of ACS Data Products 

Estimated 
Population of 
Geographic Area 

1-Year 
Estimates 

3-Year 
Estimates 

5-Year 
Estimates 

65,000 or more X X X 

20,000 to 64,999 X X 

Less than 20,000 X 

Planned  
Release Date 

September 
2015 

October  
2015 

December 
2015 
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American Community Survey  
Learning More 

 ACS Main Page 

 Guidance on Comparing ACS Data to Other 
Sources 

 ACS Compass Products 

 Data Release and Documentation Pages 

 Design and Methodology Report 
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ACS Main Page 

census.gov/acs 
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Comparison Guidance 
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census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/ 



Compass Handbooks 

census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/handbooks 
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Data Release Page 

18 

census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2013_release/ 



Documentation Page 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/ 



Design and Methodology 

census.gov/acs/www/methodology/methodology_main/ 
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Ways to Access 

 QuickFacts 
 Census Explorer 
 OnTheMap for Emergency Management 
 Narrative Profiles 
 American FactFinder 
 Application Programming Interface (API) 
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QuickFacts 

23 

census.gov/quickfacts 



Census Explorer 
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census.gov/censusexplorer 



OnTheMap for Emergency Management 

onthemap.ces.census.gov/em.html 
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Narrative Profiles 
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census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_narrative_profiles/ 



Census Bureau Homepage 

census.gov 
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factfinder.census.gov 

American FactFinder 
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AFF Advanced Search 
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AFF Geographies-List Tab 
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AFF Geographies-Name Tab 
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AFF Geographies-Name Tab II 
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AFF Topics 
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Selecting Topics in AFF 
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Data Product Types 
Profiles 

• Data Profiles (DP)  
• Narrative Profiles (NP)  
• Comparison Profiles (CP) 
• Selected Population 

Profiles (S0201) 

Tables 

• Detailed Tables (B or C) 
• Subject Tables (S) 
• Ranking Tables (R) 
• Geographic Comparison 

Tables (GCT) 
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Data Profile-DP03 

36 



Detailed Table-
B08006 
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Application Programming 
Interface (API) 

census.gov/developers 
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Data Tools Chart 
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census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/data_tools_chart/ 
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Continue the Conversation 

         @uscensusbureau       
 #ACSdata 
  
  
 facebook.com/uscensusbureau 

 
 
 
Source us: 
-U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey 
-YYYY-YYYY American Community Survey 1/3/5-year estimates/statistics/data 
release 
(2013 American Community Survey 1-year estimates, 
2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-year data release) 
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 Purpose:  
 Improve understanding of the value and utility of ACS data.  
 Promote information sharing among data users about key ACS 

data issues and applications 
 Membership is free and open to all interested ACS data 

users 
 Webinars and special sessions at professional meetings 

planned 
 Next data users conference: May 11-13, 2015 in College 

Park, MD 
 Users group website and online community  
 

acsdatausers.org 
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Contact Information 
 

Visit the ACS/PRCS website: 
census.gov/acs 

 
Contact PIO: 
301-763-3030 

pio@census.gov 
 

Email updates: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/ 

USCENSUS/subscriber/new 
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Exercises 

 Use the following tools to find the average 
commute to work for your county of 
choice: 
 QuickFacts (quickfacts.census.gov) 

 Census Explorer (census.gov/censusexplorer) 

 Narrative Profiles 
(census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_narrative_profiles) 

 American FactFinder (factfinder.census.gov) 
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QuickFacts 
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Census Explorer 
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Narrative Profiles 
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American FactFinder 
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BREAK 

58 

Stats in Action: Kaboom! 
http://youtu.be/EVO3l4Sm9Bg 
 
Stats in Action: Infectious 
Diseases 
http://youtu.be/Cpus_ieYNX4 
 

http://youtu.be/EVO3l4Sm9Bg
http://youtu.be/Cpus_ieYNX4
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